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him, provided that I would grant what he asked. He does not wish that anybody should see him.
" He said hundreds of pretty things to me, which I cannot remember, but which would surprise even you. He would not let me go, but insisted upon my sitting up with him. For my own part, I pretended to believe all he said, and appeared deeply interested in him. Indeed I never saw him so insignificant or so humble: and if I had not known how easily his heart overflows, and if mine were not impenetrable to every sort of weapon except those with which you have wounded it, I believe I should have allowed myself to be touched: but pray do not be alarmed, for I would die rather than prove false to what I have promised you. I entreat you to be governed by a similar feeling in your dealings with the the perfidious wretches who will do their utmost to estrange you from me. I believe that all these people were cast in the same mould: this one has tears in his eyes: he humbles himself before everybody, from the highest to the lowest, hoping to interest them in his behalf, and to make them pity him. His father was taken with bleeding at the nose and mouth to-day: you can guess the meaning of these symptoms: I have not yet seen him for he is confined to the house. The King insists that I shall feed him, or he will not eat at all: but whatever I do, you will not be taken in by it any more than I am myself. "We are bound, you and I, to two people of a very detestable sort: let us pray that hell will break these bonds, and that heaven will forge softer ones for us, which nothing can break, and make of us the most faithful and loving couple that ever breathed! There is my profession of the faith, in which I wish to die.
" Excuse my scrawling: you will be compelled to